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Jffcs disk only was luminous and brilliant, while the upper three 
Quarters emitted no luminosity, being of a dull dusky stone-brown 
Colour. Here the circular outline was perfectly distinct, while 
!|!he brightness of the lower limb took away all distinctness of 
[ibutline there, making it appear slightly more prominent, besides 
^throwing beyond the outline of the meteor itself a beautiful soft, 
steady, very bright radiance of a bluish white tint, which illumi¬ 
nated momentarily the whole heavens. It was observed by other 
people; and one person described to me having seen a similar 
meteor fall about this time last year, the disk appearing about 
the size of a saucer, entirely luminous; but then no moon was 
shining. 


A Fireball in Scotland. By H. D. Penny, Esq. 

(From a Letter to Mr. Dunk in .) 

Though I reported that we had thunder and lightning on 
Sabbath evening Jast, I had grave doubts as to the propriety of 
doing so, and since that time I have now reason to change my 
opinion. 

I was coming up the street at half past 5 p.m. on that day, 
when without any warning I seemed enveloped in flame; on 
looking to the sky it seemed illuminated, and continued so for 
two or three seconds so brightly that I had no difficulty in seeing 
the smallest stone on the ground. For a second or so, the illu¬ 
mination waned, and then it shone for a second brighter than 
before. I hurried home to see the exact time of the circum¬ 
stance, and being about 100 yards or so from the house, I heard 
when coming at the gate, a low rumbling noise as of distant 
thunder away to the south-west. I then concluded that it was 
thunder, and remained outside for half-an-hour in the expecta¬ 
tion of hearing more, but in vain, as thunder is rather un¬ 
common in this quarter at this season. 

Though the sounds heard appeared like thunder, I could not 
reconcile the appearance of the illumination with a flash of 
lightning,— it remained so long visible. On making inquiries 
next day, I found that an uncommon meteor had been seen, and 
having learned that a person residing in the high lands about 
five miles to the south of this had been an eye-witness of it, I 
called upon him last night, and had the following particulars : — 

On his way home from Nairn, and at the same hour as men¬ 
tioned, he saw a large ball of fire, about the size of the full moon, 
coming up from the east-south-east, about twenty degrees from 
the horizon, and gliding along comparatively slowly, so that he 
could distinctly discern it. The ball was of the colour of in¬ 
tensely heated iron, and had a tail attached to it. For the two 
or three seconds it remained in sight the sky was so lighted up 
that he could have picked a pin from off the ground. It then 
seemed to him as if to descend behind some of the hills to the 
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;$!outh-west of him, and for a second the sky was darkened, when 
at once the light burst forth stronger than before, and shortly 
Afterwards he heard a sound as distinctly as if three or four 
Ijfjannon had been at once discharged, at a distance of a quarter 
Af a mile. But the last lighting up of the sky seemed only for an 
^instant, when all was dark as before. 

With the exception of the person’s seeing the meteor, I can 
corroborate his statement in every particular. 

I have this morning seen a gentleman from Strathspey, a 
resident in Grantown. Like myself he saw the blaze of light 
and heard the sound shortly after, but the sound seemed to him 
to come from the north-west. My opinion is that there must 
have been a meteor of extraordinary size travelling from the 
southern part of Banffshire on towards the centre of Inverness- 
shire, and that it had burst somewhere near the source of the 
river Nairn. The brilliancy of the light was as if a vivid flash 
of lightning had remained visible in the skv. 

Should I hear any further particulars of this unusual pheno¬ 
menon, I shall take notes and communicate. 

Nairn , 7 th Nov. 1872 . 


Meteoric Showers of November 27, 1872. By Lieut. F. J. Gray, 
of the Surveying Ship “ Nassau.” 

(Communicated by Capi . JEvans.) 

Knowing the great interest you take in any of the peculiar 
phenomena connected with the heavens, I have taken the liberty 
of sending you the following short account of an extraordinary 
meteoric shower seen here between 9 p.m. of the 27th and 3 a.m. 
of the 28th November. 

About the former time a few meteors were first observed falling, 
the number steadily increasing until 11, when the maximum 
frequency was attained, and 308 counted in five minutes by two 
observers, one in each gangway, facing out-board ; from this time 
until 3 a.m,, the number decreased, ceasing altogether at that 
hour. 

The majority were small and falling, but a few were ex¬ 
cessively brilliant and shooting, leaving behind them a momentary 
luminous track of from 5 to 10 degrees in length, the advent of 
the larger ones being accompanied by a flash similar to that 
produced by the discharge of a distant gun. 

All apparently came from near the zenith, the brightest 
entering the limit of vision at an altitude of about 6o°, and, 
taking a direction towards that part of the horizon the observer 
was facing, disappeared at an altitude of about 35 0 or 40 0 ; some 
of the officers that witnessed this appeared to think that the larger 
ones were lost near, or merged with, well-known stars of large 
magnitude, but this of course was purely imaginary. 

The night was beautifully fine, atmosphere clear, and not a 
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